                                     Rossendale Valley Medical Practice
                                 Minutes of PPG meeting held on the 13th January 2026

Present               Jude Cox Practice Manager
                                S Barker, VWishart
                                R Crompton, J Lye
                                B Robson
                                Chris Brown
                                Andy Laverty - Stragetic Manager , Primary Care Network - Rossendale
Apologies          A Wilson
Minutes of Last Meeting / Matters Arising
1) Patient Call Board - The Practice has asked the PCN for assistance. Update forthcoming.
Andy Laverty -Primary Care Network Presentation
Although the PCN is split into East and West Rossendale, it is still " one " PCN.
It commenced in July 2019, just before the Pandemic with two staff, which has grown to 52 staff.
The services it offers today are as follows :
Physio, Mental Health support, Nursing, Care home team, non-clinical in 3 x Social Prescribers, located in Haslingden community Link. Health Coaches ( weight loss focus) Medical Associates. Childrens SP's for Schools support.
All the staffing  is shared out amongst all the nine Rossendale GP Practices
The bigger the Practice, the greater the allocation, all done on an equitable basis.
The funding allocations need to used up, and if over spends occur the PCN must make up the shortfall. The funding comes from the East Lancs Alliance. They provide the HR services to GP's.
The PCN co-ordinates various teams to focus on the following areas:
Learning Disabilities, Cancer, Vaccinations, Nurseries and employ GP's with 
specialist skills, eg, Cardio, to assist other GP's.
The PCN interfaces with many organisations to include regular dialogue with PPG's,
Leisure Trust, HCL & RBC, and reports directly to the Intergrated Care Board.
Practice Managers Report
Jude mentioned the forthcoming results from QOF , Quality and Outcomes framework, being  a voluntary annual incentive programme for GP's. It rewards practices for providing high-quality care, specifically focusing on managing long-term conditions, eg asthma, diabetes and improving patient outcomes. Updates at the next meeting.
The  new Call- Board  is being worked on with PCN assistance.
Wellbeing Checks is being well subscribed to with 100% capacity takeup.
Hearing Aid batteries are now available from Reception.
Low takeup  on children immunisations contines, this following  the national trend.
The Practice has introduced a "QR" code  facility via email to order repeat prescriptions.
Members Forum

Beryl raised the need for more Pharmacists to take the independent prescribers course, wherby they would be able to to  prescribe a full range of medications as doctors do. Presently they can only prescribe a limited range. All newly qualified Pharmacists from September this year have this qualification. Whether  financial contraint is why more are not doing this univ course may be a factor?
All members were asked by the chair to consider their personal areas of PPG focus so guests can be invited to our meetings to explain the facts and surrounding issues.
AOB
The chair commented on Dawn Taylor's , (a Rossendale First Responder) BEM honour in the Kings awards. Much deserved. Dawn was a guest at one of our PPG meetings  last year to train  in CPR techniques.
The chair mentioned the Games night he runs at the Haslingden Community Link on Monday nights between 6-8pm. Table tennis, darts , chess, scrabble, draughts etc.
All age groups welcome.
Please let me know if I have missed anything you want confirming in the minutes, otherwise, I look forward to seeing you all at the next meeting scheduled for  March 24th at 10.30 am.










                                
                                
                                
